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This paper focuses on the role the 2006 Sexual education law in Argentina has on the current 
#AbortoLegalYa #QueSeaLey movements. With the implementation of guaranteed, free sexual 
education for every student in Argentina, more individuals began wanting to have a say over 
their bodies. As more people learned about their reproductive rights, they also learned that they 
had the right to speak up and demand what they consider necessary. This paper focused on the 
Campaña national por aborto seguro, legal, y gratuito and their role on influencing both the 
current movement, and the 2006 passing of the sexual education law. The social and religious 
belief system of the country was also observed and discussed as Argentina has deeply religious 
ties in its history. Personal interviews, news outlets, personal accounts and outside research were 
all used to examine and discuss this topic. It is concluded that the passing of the law and the 
work of the national campaign have gone on and empowered women to begin to fight for their 













Argentina has been the focus of a very controversial discussion in Latin America for the 
main part of the last three years. Since early 2017 there has been a bill working its way through 
the Argentinian government to legalize safe and free abortions for all women living in the 
country. This is highly controversial as Argentina is an extremely Catholic country. With 62.9% 
of the nation identifying as Catholic and another 15.3% identifying as Evangelical Christian, the 
nation’s religious beliefs run deep.  While the abortion controversy is still ongoing, the 1
discussion of sex education is a completely different matter. Sex education in Argentina is 
widely considered acceptable. Unlike the United States and many other western countries, 
Argentina does not allow the opportunity for students to be signed out of sexual education 
classes.  2
With the introduction of the Educación Sexual Integral (ESI) law in 2006, women across 
the country gained more access to education about their bodies and their rights as humans. This 
education then empowered them to speak up for taking control of their reproductive health and 
influenced the passage of a law in 2012 that allowed for abortions under three circumstances. 
This paper argues that the education and empowerment of women across the country influenced 
the success and ferocity of the #AbortoLegalYa and #QueSeaLey movements. As more 
generations of women are taught that they have control and the undeniable right to decide if and 
when they want to have children, this movement grows in fervor. With education comes power 
1 ​Himitian, Evangelina. “Religión: Cayó a 62,9% La Cantidad De Argentinos Que Dicen Ser Católicos.” LA 
NACIÓN. LA NACIÓN, November 19, 2019. 
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/sociedad/creencias-religiosas-cayo-629-cantidad-argentinos-dicen-nid2307729. 
2 ​“LEY 26.150: PROGRAMA NACIONAL DE EDUCACIÓN SEXUAL INTEGRAL.” Clic para vista previa de la 




and the women of Argentina have been educated about their bodies and are no longer willing to 
settle until they have all of their perceived rights.  
Women’s reproductive rights and health care has been a focus of scholarly research for 
decades. Because Argentina is a deeply Catholic country, the multifaceted issue of reproductive 
autonomy becomes not only about human rights but also about faith. Many scholars have 
focused on the role faith has played in debates about reproductive health. María Peñas Defago, 
the lead researcher at the National Council of Technological and Scientific Researcher, and her 
team discuss the many types of NGOs which exist in Argentina and how the majority of them are 
of Christian origin.  This is supplemented by more research from Defago and her partner José 3
Faúndes as they interviewed different religious groups regarding their methods of protesting the 
various bills in congress. They also argue that Argentina is deeply religious, with the result that 
the government often works hand-in-hand with the Vatican.  Religion also highly influenced 4
how the general population viewed the ESI program before it was made a law. When the 
program was originally introduced in 2002, the Catholic and Evangelical Christian churches both 
openly contested it, comparing the program to Nazism and totalitarianism.  The general populous 5
turned to their religious leaders for guidance and were instructed to not support the bill. Over 
time, the government and religious parties came together and revised the bill to create 
compromises which both parties found tolerable.  6
3 ​Defago, María Angélica Peñas, and José Manuel Morán Faúndes. “Conservative Litigation against Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Policies in Argentina.” ​Reproductive Health Matters​ 22, no. 44 (2014): 82–90. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0968-8080(14)44805-5​.  
4 ​Faúndes, José Manuel Morán, and María Angélica Peñas Defago. “Strategies of Self-Proclaimed Pro-Life Groups 
in Argentina.” ​Latin American Perspectives​ 43, no. 3 (August 2016): 144–62. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0094582x15628022. 
5 ​Faur, Eleonour. “Educación Sexual Integral e ‘Ideología De Género’ En La Argentina.” ​DOSSIER: LAS 
OFENSIVAS ANTIGÉNERO EN AMÉRICA LATINA​, 2018, 57–61. 
https://forum.lasaweb.org/files/vol51-issue2/Dossier1-10.pdf. 
6 Faur ESI 2018 
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Other scholars have focused on the struggles that many healthcare providers and 
educators have faced since the implementation of the 2006 ESI law. Anke Van der Kwaak, from 
the Royal Tropical Institute in Amsterdam, and her team found that a large disconnect, between 
the young and adults, was present concerning the most effective way to discuss and present 
sexual education.  The Campaña Nacional por Aborto Legal, Seguro y Gratuito also found that, 7
even though it is guaranteed by law that students received sexual education while in school, 
many students do not receive it and do not know who to contact for information regarding sexual 
education and health.  Another study, sponsored by UNICEF, found a large majority of students 8
were aware that they had the right to a sexual education, but also said they had not received any 
classes on it.  9
Finally, many scholars have focused on the role of women in Argentine culture. Although 
the city of Buenos Aires is considered progressive and liberal, many rural parts of the country are 
still very traditional in their gender roles. Serena Cosgrove, an associate professor at Seattle 
University, went into various small towns in the north of the country as well as in the outskirts of 
Buenos Aires to interview women firsthand about their experiences. She found that women, 
especially women in poverty, were less likely to be able to be involved in volunteering for their 
community due to the responsibility of homemaking.  This coincides with the Borgen report, a 10
financial company which studies the effects of poverty on various minority groups, that when a 
7 ​van der Kwaak, Anke, and Madeleen Wegelin-Schuringa. “Reaching Young People on Health and Reproductive 
and Sexual Rights: the Experience of Argentina.” ​JSTOR​, 2006 
8 ​“Encuesta a Docentes Sobre Educación Sexual Integral.” Campaña Nacional por el Derecho al Aborto Legal 
Seguro y Gratuito, March 13, 2020. ​http://www.abortolegal.com.ar/encuesta-de-docentes-educacion-sexual-integral/ 
9 ​“Escuelas Que Enseñan ESI.” UNICEF y Ministerio de Educación de Argentina, October 2018. 
https://www.unicef.org/argentina/media/3876/file 
10 ​Cosgrove, Serena. “Leadership from the Margins: Women and Civil Society Organizations in Argentina, Chile, 
and El Salvador.” ​Choice Reviews Online​ 48, no. 11 (January 2011). https://doi.org/10.5860/choice.48-6605. 
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woman is forced to maintain the household but not permitted to hold a job, that family is likely 
to suffer from poverty longer. In developing nations this can cost trillions of dollars a year in 
regards to economic impact.   11
My research builds on these prior studies by showing that although religion and 
conservative gender ideologies have had an influence on Argentine politics, the implementation 
of a national sexual education program has, despite its flaws, successfully served as a 
springboard for the #AbortoLegalYa movement. This has become an issue of women’s rights 
versus religious rights, and many other countries have begun to notice and be invested in the 
outcome of the proposed abortion bill. As the New York Times discusses, this new bill is 
monumental for Argentina because so few other Latin American countries have one like it. 
Argentina tends to be a cultural spotlight for a large part of Latin America. Many movies and 
television shows that are popular in the Spanish-Speaking world are from Argentina, and various 
locations in Argentina are very popular hotspots. The cultural and governmental implications 
which Argentina adheres to can be seen modeled in surrounding countries.   12
Sex Education Policies 
In 2006 Argentina implemented law 26.150 called “Programa nacional de educación 
sexual integral” which is commonly referred to as “ESI” and means “The national program for 
integral sexual education.”  This law stated​:  13
11 ​“Why Lifting Women out of Poverty Is Essential.” BORGEN, September 15, 2019. 
https://www.borgenmagazine.com/why-lifting-women-out-of-poverty-is-essential/. 
12 ​Politi, Daniel. “El Nuevo Intento De Legalizar El Aborto En Argentina Tiene El Respaldo Presidencial.” The New 
York Times. The New York Times, February 24, 2020. 
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2020/02/24/espanol/argentina-aborto.html. 
13 ​PROGRAMA NACIONAL DE EDUCACIÓN SEXUAL INTEGRAL, PROGRAMA NACIONAL DE 




The important of cooperation from the state in developing a social network, of a political 
normalcy for the promotion of education teaching sexual responsibility. Additionally, this 
aims at teaching methods to prevent sexual health problems, particularly how to properly 
care for one’s sexual and reproductive health, and recognizing that students are subjected 
to the right to learn about their bodies​.  14
This bill, which passed and is currently the law in Argentina, ensured that all students in 
Argentinian school systems (both public and private) had access to some form of sexual 
education during their tenures. It was passed by congress in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Education in October of 2006.  It was introduced October 4th and became effective October 23 15
of that same year.  
During this time Argentina was recovering from an economic crisis. The economy 
crashed in November of 2001, and everyone was attempting to deal with the aftermath.  Not 16
only was the economy in unrest but so was the government. During December 2001, Argentina 
went through four different presidents. It finally relaxed in early January 2002 with the election 
of Eduardo Duhalde, who remained in office until May of 2003.  While politically the dust had 17
settled, economically and socially there was still a crisis. The poverty rate in Argentina went 
from 26% to 57.5%, and the economic growth shrunk by 11%.  In 2003, ​Néstor Kirschner 18
became president, and the Justicialist party controlled the house.  The era of “Kirchnerismo” 19
14 Ley 26.150 ESI 
15 Ley 26.150 ESI 
16 ​Rabobank. “The Argentine Crisis 2001/2002.” RaboResearch - Economic Research, August 13, 2013. 
https://economics.rabobank.com/publications/2013/august/the-argentine-crisis-20012002-/ 
17 Rabobank 2013 
18 Rabobank 2013 
19 ​Pardo, Daniel. “Aborto En Argentina: 4 Claves Que Explican Por Qué Ganó El Rechazo a La Nueva Ley (y Qué 




lasted from 2003 until 2015 as both Néstor and his wife, Cristina, were president for eight years 
each, consecutively. Kirchnerismo is considered to be a sect of Peronismo which has been a 
dominant force in the country since Juan Perón was president in the 1950s and 1970s. Peronsimo 
is a more liberal “left” idea which focuses on socialistic tendencies. Peronismo is well known for 
high taxes on the rich and giving necessities like food, healthcare and education to the working 
and poor. Peronimso is a very electric topic in Argentina today, and people still are either very 
for or very against it; there is virtually no middle ground. Kirchnerismo is considered to be a left 
wing party as they are more liberal in their beliefs compared to other political parties in the 
Argentine government. They are slightly more refined in their beliefs compared to Peronsimso 
but still believe in helping those in need.  It can be assumed that the number of progressives in 20
the senate and congress helped expedite the ESI bill into a law. ESI, thus, is a reflection of the 
priorities of a progressive political party, and as such, generated much opposition from Argentine 
conservatives. 
 The way this law was written allowed for there to be a general list of things to be 
included in the sexual education classes, but it allowed the individual municipalities 
responsibility to ultimately decide what the focus would be. This was written in the attempt to 
help give the municipalities the ability to troubleshoot any current problems they were seeing. 
For example, one suburb may focus more on disease prevention because they have a higher 
number of syphilis cases, and another suburb may focus on preventative measures of pregnancy 
due to high numbers of underage mothers. This would, in theory, give the municipalities the 
ability to design the courses in a way which would benefit their residents the most. 




Unfortunately, this system has been taken advantage of as many municipalities completely 
neglect or give the absolute bare minimum version of sexual education.   21
In general, the residents of Argentina were in favor of ESI when it passed into law. There 
were no arguments against the belief that every child should have the right to learn about their 
body and how to protect themselves against diseases and unwanted children.   There was, 22
however, one part of the bill which caused a lot of protest, and it was the proposition of 
introducing gender fluidity, that is, the belief that gender is not a binary, but rather fluid, and thus 
individuals may not identify as a man or a woman, into the curriculum. This caused the largest 
amount of public demonstrations and even led to the creation of the hashtag 
#ConMiHijosNoTeMetas or “don’t get involved with my kids.” The main basis of this argument 
was that sexual education should only consist of scientific facts and not ideology. The only 
complaint this group had was with the introduction of gender fluidity into the courses. Many 
individuals in Argentina believe in the gender binary and are not receptive that some individuals 
identify outside of the male and female identification. They argue that there is no scientific 
evidence for more than two genders, and because of this, it is seen as an opinion. Many 
individuals are against the introduction of teaching about gender because they only want what is 
‘scientifically backed.’  They are still in favor of having accessible, factual sexual education 23
which has been backed by research for all students. The government ignored the protests and still 
included gender education into the requirements for the course.   24
21 ​Echeveria, Fernando. Interview “All About CAPS N15” Interviewed 1 August 2019 
22 ​Morales, Oscar. “#ConMisHijosNoTeMetas.” #ConMisHijosNoTeMetas. Accessed April 14, 2020. 
http://www.conmishijosno.com/. 
23 Morales No Te Metas 2020 
24 Gobierno de Argentina ESI 2006 
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Although many people were in favor of the law upon its passage, the program was met 
with resistance and disdain from the religious sectors when it was originally introduced as a 
proposal in 2004. Both the Catholic and Evangelical Christian churches vehemently protested it. 
The pope at the time “compared the project of ESI in CABA [ciudad autónoma de Buenos Aires, 
aka the capitol] with Nazism.”  As previously mentioned, many individuals in Argentina are 25
devout Catholics and follow the words of the Pope very closely. Due to this, many Catholics and 
later, many other Christians began to see the ESI bill and the accompanying push for gender 
equality as totalitarian.  This push continued for the years leading up to its passage in 2006, and 26
compromises were made, such as including Christian “values” in the teachings.  27
Historical Need for the Law 
As the government attempted to curb the rate of childhood pregnancies, it quickly 
realized that sexual education alone would not be enough. In 2002, congress introduced law 
number 25.673 which worked​ “to guarantee to the entire population, access to the information, 
orientation, methods and locations of services related to sexual health and responsible 
procreation.”  Because of the economic crisis, many individuals no longer had the means to pay 28
for basic necessities, let alone condoms and birth control. While individuals now had guaranteed 
access to contraceptive methods, many people still lacked the basic knowledge of sexual 
encounters, and therefore didn’t know how to protect themselves against unwanted diseases or 
pregnancies. 
25 ​Faur ESI 2018 
26 Faur ESI 2018 
27 Faur ESI 2018 




Despite the 2002 law, the government of Argentina realized that many of its young 
female residents continued to become pregnant at an extremely young age because of a lack of 
access to contraceptives and proper sexual education. In 2006 when the ESI law was introduced, 
Argentina had 2,756 births to mothers younger than fifteen.  An additional 103,672 births 29
occurred with mothers aged fifteen to nineteen.  In addition to being emotionally stressful to 30
have a child at such a young age, it is also extremely dangerous to both the mother and fetus. 
Amnesty International reports that “the young mothers under the age of fifteen have a four time 
higher risk of dying during pregnancy or childbirth.”  Additionally,“the observed rate [of infant 31
deaths] was 24.4% in groups of mothers younger than fifteen years old, 13.9% in groups of 
mothers ages fifteen to nineteen, and 9.3% in groups of mothers older than twenty years.”  This 32
included percentages from 2000 to 2013 in a study of the rate of pregnancy, age of mothers, and 
the overall wellbeing of the child in Argentina.  
The passage of law 25.673 ensured that both the male and female populations, no matter 
their monetary status, had the right to decide whether or not they wanted to have children. If they 
could not afford to pay, the government would provide the birth control for free to them. There 
was an additional law in 2006 which added the right to choose permanent surgical sterilization 
options for both male and female once the individual reached sixteen years old and was of sound 
mind.  This law states that all persons have access to surgical intervention and; 33
29 ​“Amnesty International.” UNICEF, 2013. 
https://amnistia.org.ar/wp-content/uploads/delightful-downloads/2017/05/05-Embarazo-Adolescente.pdf. 
30  Amnesty International 2013 
31  Amnesty International 2013 
32 Amnesty International 2013 




It is not necessary [to obtain] the consent of the partner, spouse or cohabitant (article 2 
law 26.130). It is not necessary to have already had children, It is not necessary to obtain 
authorization from a judge. It is not necessary to do any form of psychological or 
psychiatric exam.   34
The government was committed to making sure that even its poorest citizens had access to 
resources which gave them control over their reproductive choices. ​Additionally in 2009, law 
26.485 required that all medical professionals work towards:  
the integrated protection to prevent, sanction and eradicate violence against women in  
the areas which they develop their relationships. It has been established that any  
intentional obstruction to the access of MAC [abbreviation for all forms of birth control] 
is a form of violence against their reproductive rights and the refusal will result in 
professional and legal repercussions.   35
 This act was put in place because of the deeply religious sentiments that citizens of Argentina 
hold. Many of the older doctors are also devout Catholics, and even a few short years ago 
doctors would refuse to prescribe contraceptives due to their personal beliefs. Because of this, 
the government of Argentina requires separation of religion and healthcare, which give the 
patient the right to choose and not the doctor.   36
Although many individuals hold deeply Catholic beliefs, the average age of first sexual 
encounter is 15.5 for females and 14.9 for males.  With the age of sexual activity being so 37
34  Anticoncepc​ión Quirúrgica  
35  ​Cobos, Julio C. “Ley 26.485.” Salud Pública. Government of Argentina , April 1, 2009. 
http://servicios.infoleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/150000-154999/152155/norma.htm​. 
36 Cobos Ley 26.485 




young, the age of first pregnancy is also understandably young. As previously mentioned, the 
chance of an adolescent mother dying while in childbirth is much higher than that of a woman in 
her twenties. The government of Argentina realized that it would not be possible to stop these 
children from having sexual encounters. In this realization the government chose to give 
individuals the information and the resources to be able to be safe from disease and pregnancy 
when the children do eventually engage in sexual activities.  
Currently, the government of Argentina provides six different types of free 
contraceptives; they are “pills, injections, dermal patches, subdermal implants, vaginal rings, and 
IUDs.”  Each category has multiple options available. This mixed with the ability to obtain a 38
vasectomy or tubal ligation, was intended to help curb the rate of childhood and unwanted 
pregnancies.Contraceptives come in various forms and are available at any public health facility 
across the nation (Appendix A figures 2-7). 
While the government does pay for all forms of contraception, the ability to access each 
specific type varies greatly by location. The current programs are focused on preventing young 
females from becoming pregnant, and access to more popular forms of birth control may be 
limited depending on one’s age. For example, the Centro Atención Primaria de Salud (CAPS for 
short), located in Jose Leon Suarez (JLS), a suburb about an hour and a half away from the heart 
of Buenos Aires, is one of the six poorest suburbs in the provincia and has a very high rate of 
teenage pregnancy.  In any municipality there are various free clinics, and they are referred to 39
by their numbers. CAPS center Number 15 in JLS offers gynecological services on Mondays, 
38 ​Métodos Anticonceptivos.” Buenos Aires Ciudad - Gobierno de la Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires. Accessed 
April 9, 2020. https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/salud/programasdesalud/metodos-anticonceptivos​. 
 
39 ​Echeveria 2019 
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Wednesdays, and Fridays between the hours of 8:30 am and 5 pm. Their two most popular forms 
of birth control are the subdermal implant (called the chip) (Figs. 2,3) and the 3-month injection 
(Fig. 6).  Due to this, the clinic has implemented a policy which states that they will only install 40
the chip for individuals aged twenty six and under. The clinic only receives a certain amount of 
implants each month, and the OBGYN wants to optimize who is receiving the implant to those 
who would benefit the most from it. No other forms of birth control have an age limit at that 
location. According to the director, this is a very common practice. All across the provincia of 
Buenos Aires, Salitas , often put age limits on their most popular method of birth control in an 41
attempt to help out the highest number of young women. If an individual, who is past the age 
limit, wanted a specific birth control, like the chip, they have one of two options. They can either 
go to another Salita and attempt to get it done there, or they can go to a private service and pay 
for it. Unfortunately, many individuals who go to the free clinics do not have the financial 
resources to go to another Salita, which also eliminates the possibility of them being able to 
afford a private consultation. This directly limits the amount of options available to the 
lower-income women.   42
Reality of the Effectiveness of ESI in Present Day 
As time has progressed, many municipalities have begun to neglect teaching sexual 
education or will only teach the absolute bare minimum. Due to the lack of a rigorous national 
curriculum, the municipalities can pick and choose what they would like to teach. This has 
caused a huge disparity in what students across the country have been taught.  
Anusha, a current private school, student described her sexual education classes:  
40 Echeveria 2019  
41 Common term for the CAPS centers.  
42 Echeveria 2019 
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Since I was young I have been taught about teen pregnancy, contraceptive, sexual 
identity, as well as to know how to identify an abuse and what should I do in that 
situation. We talked about giving my consent too.   43
Anusha also went on to say that many of her friends that go to other private schools do not learn 
about anything other than menstruation and male ejaculation. She considers herself very lucky to 
have the opportunity to learn so much because she knows that many do not have the same 
opportunity. Augustin Peleteyro, a recent college graduate, explained his experience as “in 
school I learned nothing, my first [sex] talk was in my last year [of secondary school].”  A 44
current high school student, Augustin Piscicelli, stated:  
I believe in my twelve years of education, from primary [school] to secondary [school], I 
had one class on integrated sex ed. It did nothing more than explain how to put a condom 
on a male and if I remember correctly how to use feminine products. This was in the first 
year of secondary school.   45
All of these students were from the province of Buenos Aires and grew up less than twenty 
miles away from each other, yet the variety in their education was clear. This is also true for the 
different provinces in Argentina. Without the structure of a widespread, nationalized formal 
curriculum, many municipalities either rely on the Salitas or parents to run the ESI programs. 
The Campaña nacional has been studying the efficacy of the ESI program. They surveyed 
students throughout the nation and found that 79.1% of students in Argentina had no form of 
sexual education throughout their educational careers.  This study also concluded that, while 46
43 ​Fernandez, Anusha. Interview “What did you learn in Sexual Education in School” Interviewed 5 April 2020 
44 ​Peleteyro, Agustin. Interview “What did you learn in Sexual Education in School” Interviewed 5 April 2020.  
45 ​Piscicelli, Augustin. Interview “What did you learn in Sexual Education in School” Interviewed 5 April 2020 
46  ​Encuesta ESI 2020 
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90% of Argentinian students knew that they had the legal right to sexual education, only 40% of 
them knew where to look or who to contact if they had questions about their education.   47
Due to the massive disparities in education received, thus far the implementation of ESI 
has been uneven at curbing adolescent pregnancies. The number of teenage and preteen 
pregnancies has increased since 2006. In 2018, 15% of all pregnancies were to preteens (2,787 
total). This number had decreased over the previous  five years, as there were well over 3,000 
births in 2013.  This may be because of the widespread advertising and implementation of 48
access to various forms of birth contr​ol.  
In many of the rural and impoverished areas, word of mouth is more effective than 
anything taught in school. CAPS N 15 only recently saw an influx of women coming to their 
contraceptives clinics, and they were established in the 1980s.  Individuals in these communities 49
rely heavily on word-of-mouth and trust each other for advice. Oftentimes a young girl will come 
to the weekly chats about contraception, ask for the chip saying their friend recommended it, and 
then show up to the following week’s meeting with a friend who wants to learn about the chip. 
Even with the guaranteed access to birth control, many Argentines do not trust the public 
healthcare sector as it is often overrun and not as good quality as what one could receive if they 
paid for private insurance. While contraception is guaranteed to every individual residing in 
Argentina, there is no way to quickly change the mind of the public or to force anyone to use the 
public system. Try as they might, individuals still wind up with unplanned and unwanted 
pregnancies each year, and the current debate lies in what can be done to the embryos.  
When Birth Control Fails 
47 Encuesta ESI 2020 
48 Amnesty International 2013 
49 Echeveria 2019 
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As previously discussed, Argentina is in the midst of a war of beliefs. The process to 
legalize safe and free abortion for all has been the topic of hot debate for the past several years. 
What many individuals fail to acknowledge is that Argentina already has legalized abortions to 
some degree. Since 2012 there has been a law which guaranteed any woman who was raped the 
ability to have an abortion without fear of penalty.  This law also protected the medical 50
professional who performed the abortion. The patient did not need to be sane, nor did they need 
to tell anyone other than the medical professional that they were raped.  In 2015, the supreme 51
court of Argentina added an addendum to this law so that it included two other legal causes for 
an abortion. They are: 
 1. If there is a risk to the life or the physical, mental or social health of the woman. It 
would be considered in the terms of integral health as a human right.  
2. If there are fatal defects to the fetus.   52
The current legislation allows for the IVE (interrupcion voluntario del embarazo or voluntary 
interruption of pregnancy) to be enacted up until the fetus is twelve weeks; it is a process that 
involves giving the woman pills that induce miscarriage.  According to this law, it is prohibited 53
to limit access to ending an unwanted pregnancy under those circumstances. 
However, as we have already seen, the laws in Argentina are regarded more as guidelines 
when it comes to sexual education and reproductive health than as definitive boundaries. This 
being said, there are currently six provincias which ​have put regulations in place that actively 
decrease accessibility of the IVE program: Ciudad de Buenos Aires, Córdoba, La Pampa, 
50 ​“4161-D-2016.” Proyecto, 2016. 
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/proyectos/textoCompleto.jsp?exp=4161-D-2016&tipo=LEY. 
51 Proyecto 2016 
52 Proyecto 2016 
53 Echeveria 2019 
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Neuquén, Provincia de Buenos Aires y Río Negro.  Of the 44 million individuals living in 54
Argentina, 17.2 million of them live within the provincia of Buenos Aires.  This leaves roughly 55
40% of the population with limited or restricted access to IVE. In addition, the current setup of 
the IVE system asks a lot of very personal questions and can leave the women feeling alienated 
and shamed. It is also quite common to have doctors push their personal beliefs on the patients, 
which then further deters women from seeking the services in the future. Dr. Alejandro from 
CAPS N 15 explains that “many doctors take their religious beliefs onto the women and slut 
shame them, this then further prevents the women from seeking help ending the pregnancies and 
they wind up with a child they could not afford/ do not want.”   Unfortunately, this reality is 56
disproportionally directed towards many impoverished women as they lack access and resources 
to go to other medical professionals. The New York Times addresses this in its article about the 
ongoing fight for legalization, ​“In practice, Argentinian doctors almost never want to perform 
abortions, not even in the situations which it falls within legal circumstances, because even then 
it produces legal or social repercussions.”  Although the law technically allows abortions in the 57
three aforementioned cases, the societal structure of Argentina still heavily penalizes anyone 
who partakes in this right. Understandably, this has made the fight to legalize and destigmatize 
abortions that much harder.  
Repercussions of Illegal Abortions  
54 ​“Aborto Sin Barreras.” Aborto Sin Barreras. Accessed April 4, 2020. http://abortosinbarreras.org/. 
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Women who live in the six provincias that have limited or restricted access to the 
abortion pills, often turn to non-traditional and dangerous options in desperate attempt to 
terminate the pregnancy. It is estimated that 16% of all maternal deaths are from attempts at 
illegal abortions.  In addition to this, chances of partner abuse actually increase once a woman is 58
pregnant. It is estimated that one in six pregnant women worldwide are abused for the first time 
during their pregnancy.  The WHO reports that “partners who batter pregnant women are often 59
particularly more dangerous and more likely to kill their partners.”  Removing a woman's right 60
to terminate a pregnancy can directly affect her safety and well-being. “Homicide was found to 
be the ​second-leading cause of injury-related death​ for pregnant women.”  In theory all women 61
have equal access to termination of a pregnancy, but in reality that is not the case. The provincia 
of Buenos Aires has the largest percent of impoverished individuals of any provincia in 
Argentina. This segment of the population is disproportionately affected by the restrictions. A 
middle or upper-class woman who is pregnant can go to a private practice and pay a doctor to 
write the prescription if she is denied at a free clinic. An individual from an impoverished family 
does not have the capability to do that and will have to either attempt to abort the pregnancy 
herself or carry the fetus to term. It is estimated that roughly half a million clandestine abortions 
are performed in Argentina each year.  As previously mentioned, about 16% of those abortions 62
will end in the death of the mother due to complications from the illegal procedure.  
The New Fight 
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59 ​“Abuse during Pregnancy.” March of Dimes. Accessed April 9, 2020. 
https://www.marchofdimes.org/pregnancy/abuse-during-pregnancy.aspx#​.  
60 ​Domesticshelters.org. “When Pregnancy Triggers Violence.” DomesticShelters.org. domesticshelters.org, April 
21, 2019. https://www.domesticshelters.org/articles/statistics/when-pregnancy-triggers-violence. 
61 ​When Pregnancy Triggers Violence 
62 Politi El Aborto No Fue Legalizado 2018 
 
20 
Not many individuals push back against the current abortion law, because they are 
focused on preventing the passing of the new one that is circulating in congress. There is a wide 
variety of reasons that people do not want to pass the abortion law; they range from religion to 
machismo, misinformation, and personal beliefs. While it seems that most of the younger 
generation is in favor of the new abortion bill, there are a few who are not. Nahuel Gonzalez, a 
police officer for the Provincia of Buenos Aires, was very vocal about his disdain for the new 
movement:  
Yes, it’s good that the woman has the right to decide for her body. She should be 
responsible in the moment of having [sexual] relations because every action has 
consequences. In the case of pregnancy you create a life, and there it stops being only the 
right of the woman. It should be a shared right, in which the right to life is superior to the 
wishes of the woman… and if she was raped she could put the baby up for adoption… [I 
don’t like the current law because] if a woman doesn’t want to be pregnant she can 
always just say she was raped and end the pregnancy.  63
This sentiment seems to be held very much by the older generation as well. Marisa Parrilla, an 
artisan and study-abroad host, was also very vocal about her concerns if the new laws passed 
“These whores will ruin our country. This is not what God intended and if it passes it will be the 
beginning of the end, it is an absolute abomination and what is wrong with this country.”  64
Marisa’s sentiments stemmed from a religious perspective; she is a devout Christian and holds 
very traditional beliefs. Nahuel was not a devout Christian, and interestingly enough, he had a 
child at sixteen. One thing that they both share in common is a lack of higher education. Nahuel 
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and Marisa only possess high school diplomas, and both have no intention of listening to the 
other side. Individuals who believe that there should be no change to the current legislation are 
also very quick to vilify the opposing party. They often resort to hurling insults about 
promiscuity or lack of morals for the women who are fighting for the right to choose. The 
movement has been symbolized by a green bandana which has the words “Aborto Legal Ya” 
written on it (Fig. 9). While this bandana has become a unifying factor amongst believers, it also 
has made them a target of harassment. The author of this paper owns one of those bandanas and 
kept it tied to her backpack during the time she lived in Argentina. One night when she was 
walking to get pizza with a roommate (they were both dressed in jeans and oversized 
sweatshirts), two men in their late thirties approached and said, “Let me show you a good time.. 
C’mon baby stop pretending to be shy… *the man’s friend tries to stop it* no man she’s clearly 
an easy slut *motions to the bandana* I know she wants it”.  The author and her roommate then 65
ran across the street to get to safety. Unfortunately, these types of stories are far too common to 
count.  
The new abortion law has caused ripples in international waters; if it passes, Argentina 
would join the ranks with only three other Latin American countries that promise legal abortions 
for their citizens. Cuba, Uruguay, and Guyana are currently the only countries that have 100% 
legalized abortion for all of their citizens.  Other countries, like Mexico, have it legalized in 66
certain states but not others.  Women’s rights organizations across the world have taken notice 67
of this cause and have created various hashtags to draw further international attention to the 
cause. #QueSeaLey and #AbortoLegalYa are often included in pictures of women wearing green, 
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which is the designated color of the campaign. The Women's March global office has 
encouraged women, Argentinian or not, to partake in this movement by doing one of three 
things:  
1. Tweet at the Vice President and Senators who are currently undecided for the 
upcoming vote on the Legalisation of Abortion. 
 2. Share on social media a picture of yourself wearing something green with hashtag 
#AbortoLegalYa  #QueSeaLey #ThisIsGlobal  
3. Sign the ​Petition​ ​Letter​ addressed to Argentinian senators. The letter has been 
translated into multiple languages”.  68
The global traction of this movement further split the two opposing sides. In addition, Argentina 
is also the homeland of the current Roman Catholic Pope; this has further caused division in the 
Catholic and other Christian communities of whether this law should pass. 
Although flawed, the ESI bill did give women access to education and directly led to the 
passing of the law in 2009 which allowed for free contraceptives.  Women in Argentina then 69
had access to protecting themselves and were no longer trapped with becoming a homemaker if 
they became pregnant. The gradual liberation and push toward equality for reproductive rights 
has been a slow, decade-long process. The implementation of ESI was the first step in a domino 
effect which led activists to where they are today. A law would pass, after a couple years it 
would become the new normal, and then another group would propose a new law which further 
worked towards balancing the scales. The acclimation to the new laws and societal norms over 
68 ​“How to Help.” Aborto Legal Ya. Accessed April 8, 2020. https://womensmarch.global/abortolegalya/english/. 





time has allowed for the movement to be semi-successful today. Without its predecessors, the 
national campaign would have never been possible.  
So What is this New Law? 
Although a highly Catholic nation, many Argentinians nevertheless hold progressive 
views. The National Campaign for Safe and Legal Abortions began their work decades ago and 
were a key motivator in passing the 2006 ESI law. They have realized the flaws in it and the 
2009 law which allowed for access to free contraceptives and have begun once again working to 
develop a plan which benefits all women. The 2006 law gave women the right to be educated 
about their bodies and the right to say what happens with them. While most women have the 
ability to prevent pregnancy, it is not completely unpreventable and, as previously mentioned, 
there are very few circumstances in which a woman can rid herself of an unwanted pregnancy. 
Most of the protesters and news reporters are focusing on the issue of abortion itself and not on 
what the new law is proposing in total.  
While there is much controversy and confusion around the new proposed law, there also 
is a solid grounding for their arguments. The National Campaign for Safe and Legal Abortions 
has a website in which everything about their movement is presented in an easy-to-understand 
manner. The slogan for this movement is, “Sexual education to decide, contraception to not have 
to abort, legal abortions to not die.”  This movement originated in 2005 and has been the main 70
driving force in the introduction of the aforementioned 2006 and 2012 laws. The members of this 
organization call themselves  




a group of feminists who for decades have been fighting for women's rights. We assume 
the commitment of integration of human rights, and we defend the right to abortions as a 
just cause to recuperate the dignity of women, and with them, the dignity of all human 
beings.   71
They not only plan protests but have also been rallying for change in legislation, have given 
speeches to congress, and have actually drafted the current bill which is going through senate.  
This current bill consists of twenty articles which outline what specifically the women 
want for themselves and all others in the nation with regards to reproductive rights. This law is 
very similar to the current law, but there are a few changes. The first is that the ability to have an 
abortion would be extended until fourteen weeks of pregnancy, instead of the current legislation 
which allows for up to twelve weeks.  It also includes that any individual who possesses the 72
ability to become pregnant in Argentina, citizen or not, female identifier or not, should be given 
access to this service. The previous version of the law only applied to Argentinian citizens who 
identified as women. Interestingly enough the justifications for abortion are still the same. This 
law is not changing the motives for having an abortion but rather just the accessibility and who 
can use it. In addition, Article five of this bill includes making sexual education and information 
about abortions more accessible so that women will stop having unnecessary hardship and can 
stop putting their lives in danger when they wish to terminate a pregnancy. The movement also 
aims to end the penalization of women who attempt to abort pregnancies themselves, as well as 
anyone who may have helped them. This is one of the main changes in the law, as previously 
both the pregnant individual and the individual who helped with an at-home termination could 
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face jail time. The movement also called for the procedure to be covered at 100%, which the 
current legislature agrees with. Although that idea may be a shock to American readers, it would 
be standard in Argentina. The Argentine healthcare system has three sectors of healthcare, and 
all medical procedures (with the exception of elective cosmetics) can be found for free in the 
public health system. Adding this requirement would make it accessible in the public healthcare 
system and, therefore, available to the vast majority of individuals living in Argentina.  
The main objective of this movement is to reform the ESI law which has been put into 
effect. The organization argues that, by creating a nationalized sexual education curriculum and 
forcing every school to follow the same education plan, it will increase overall education when it 
comes to reproduction and the rights which each individual has to protect themselves from 
diseases and unwanted pregnancy. The organization also argues that, as more girls are educated, 
they will become more willing to use various forms of contraception to protect themselves.  
The current bill was introduced in 2017 and was allowed by president Maurcio Macri to 
be sent to congress in March of 2018. The vote in congress was held August 8, 2018, and the bill 
did not pass. The congressional votes were 38 no, 31 yes, and two abstentias. Interestingly 
enough, the majority of individuals who voted no were males (24 of the 38). Additionally, the 
gap between for and against was larger with the male senators, as only 17 voted yes, compared to 
the 24 who voted no. The female senators were split 50-50, with 14 votes for both yes and no.  73
Breaking it down by the populations they represent, the senators that voted yes represent 63.3% 
of the total population while the senators that voted no represent 28.8%.   74
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While the initial vote did not result in the passing of the bill, the Campaña National has 
resubmitted the law and expects it to be voted on again in late 2020. The women of this 
movement refuse to rest until it has been passed. They refused to give up, and their spokesperson 
has stated the following, “sooner or later, abortion will be legalized, but the sooner we push it the 
faster it becomes legal, and the faster women can stop dying from consequences of clandestine 
abortions.”  Giving women safe and legal options to end their unwanted pregnancies improves 75
the lives of everyone involved. Oxfam estimates that developing countries lose roughly nine 
trillion dollars in their economies every year because of women being unable to work due to 
familial obligations or laws prohibiting women from holding jobs.  By forcing an individual 76
from a lower income to have a child, it virtually guarantees that they will be stuck in the poverty 
cycle until that child is old enough to work. This is highly unacceptable to most women, as they 
not only want the right to choose for themselves, but they also want other women to have the 
same opportunities to succeed. Jimena del Porto, who is one of the leading activists has been 
quoted as saying, “No longer will we be quiet, and we aren’t leaving until we win.”  This 77
campaign has shifted the fundamental beliefs of the country, and there is now an entire 
generation of young girls and women who are growing up and determined to have a say over 
what happens to their bodies.  
Conclusion 
Women in Argentina still have an uphill battle before this law becomes reality. They face 
many difficulties, such as the role of Catholicism, traditional beliefs that women should be 
homemakers, the inefficacy of the current ESI programs, and the lack of resources for a majority 
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of the child-bearing population. Arguably, the most difficult part has already been completed as 
it is no longer social taboo to discuss abortion and women’s rights. Starting the discussion of 
legalizing the right to safe and free abortions has sparked the realization of many inequalities that 
women in Argentina face due to their gender. 
This movement isn’t solely about legalization of abortion. It’s also about making vital 
information more accessible to all women, especially those who are deemed high risk. The 
movement argues that, as sexual literacy increases, so will contraceptive use; this will cause the 
rate of unwanted pregnancies as well the occurrence of venereal disease to fall.  Abortions are 78
included in this argument not as a main source of birth control but rather as a failsafe for when 
all else fails. The national campaign believes that all individuals who have the capability to 
become pregnant should also have the ability to arm themselves with the knowledge and the 
resources to prevent said pregnancy. They also believe that if an unwanted pregnancy occurs, the 
individual should not be forced to bear the child. Overall, this movement is about giving women 
autonomy over their own bodies and the ability to be educated members of society.  
ESI played an integral role in beginning the movement which is currently in place. As an 
entire generation of women grew up and obtained sexual education, they soon realized the desire 
to have control over what happened to their bodies. As the movement took hold, it was soon 
recognized that not all women had been educated to the same level when it came to their bodies. 
This only further propelled the organization and the movement as more and more individuals 
believed that they should be educated and given access to what was already considered a human 
78Objetivos.” Campaña Nacional  
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right. Having generations of women be taught that they have control over what happens to their 
bodies only further propelled this movement into what it is today.  
 




Figure 1:​ Pregnancy tests provided by the Ministry of Health in coordination for the national 
program of sexual health and responsible procreation.  
 
Figure 2: ​The subdermal birth control implant (aka “el chip”) supplied by the Ministry of Health 







Figure 3: ​The subdermal birth control implant (aka “el chip”) supplied by the Ministry of Health 
in coordination for the national program of sexual health and responsible procreation. The chip is 




Figure 4: ​The morning after pill or pill which induces a miscarriage ​supplied by the Ministry of 




Figure 5: ​The IUD which is ​supplied by the Ministry of Health in coordination for the national 
program of sexual health and responsible procreation. The Ministry supplies copper IUDs most 








Figure 6:​ The birth control shot which comes in monthly and trimonthly prescriptions ​supplied 
by the Ministry of Health in coordination for the national program of sexual health and 




Figure 7: ​A condom dispenser which has a number to call in which to find other locations which 
provide free condoms. All schools, hospitals, and health clinics are required by law to provide 




Figure 8: ​“take me with you” a national campaign for the destigmatization of condoms and 
encouragement to use them. This campaign focuses more on preventing sexually transmitted 




Figure 9: ​The flag for the national campaign for free safe and legal abortions. It says the 
campaigns slogan “education to decide, contraceptives to not have to abort, and legal abortion to 
not die” 
 
